


Minutes of a meeting of Carbrooke Parish Council
held in Carbrooke Village Hall on 8 September 2026

Councillors present: D Page (Chair), J Borrett, L Brazell, J Dixon-Murphy, L Poole, G Redfern. 
In attendance:- N Hartley (Parish Clerk), Cllrs H Crane and P Bate (Breckland Council), P Arrowsmith (Manager of the Community Hub), four members of the public. 

Public Participation  

Letters were handed to the Chair and Vice Chair of the Council by a resident. 

A member of the public asked about the Local Plan. Cllr Poole noted that the Parish Council has developed a Neighbourhood Plan in response to the proposed development in the parish. A copy of the Neighbourhood Plan is on the Council’s website. The Parish Council replied to the Regulation 19 Consultation. A copy of the Council’s response was also on the Council website. The Parish Council encouraged residents to comment on the Local Plan on Breckland Council’s website. 

1 Apologies for Absence 

Apologies were received from Cllr Mackenzie, who was unwell. 

2 Declarations of Interest

None.

3 Minutes 

It was RESOLVED to approve and sign the minutes of the meeting held on 14 July 2026. The Chair signed the minutes. 

4 Matters Arising 

None.

5 Report from Breckland Councillor 

A copy of Cllr Crane’s report is attached to the minutes. 

6 Planning

6.1 Parish Council comments sent to Breckland Council:-

Former RAF Officers Mess site, Norwich Road                                                                 PL/2026/0969/DPO
Variation of Schedule 2, Parts 1 and 2 of the Section 106 Agreement relating to affordable housing obligations on pp 3PL/2023/0408/VAR – all affordable units to be delivered as shared equity units                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                                      No objection        

7 Finance

7.1 The following payments were made in accordance with the budget:-

N Hartley, clerk’s salary, £822 (standing order)
HMRC, clerk & hub manager’s Paye, £669.67
Community Heartbeat, replacement pads for defibrillator, £98.34
Collective Community Planning Ltd, Regulation 19 representation, £390
Marnick Landscapes Ltd, grass cutting grant Carbrooke churchyard, £250
R Poole, refund of printing costs of Carbrooke Magazine, £561.95

7.2 The following payments had been made in August in accordance with the budget:-
	
N Hartley, clerk’s salary, £822 (standing order)
HMRC, clerk & hub manager’s Paye, £669.67
SCS Accounting Solutions, payroll services, £18
Local Council Training & Support, councillor induction training, £76.80 
Play Inspection Company, annual play safety report, £312
RJT Waste Management, works to Lancaster Avenue play area and remove tree stumps, £285
RJT Waste Management, works to Community Hub play area, £250
RJT Waste Management, works to bench on Millennium Green & concrete for all benches, £224
Jemco, Ev charging point sign, £53.28
Carbrooke Village Hall, grant for signage, £1,000

7.3 The following payment was made from the Commuted Sum:-

Marnick Landscapes Ltd, grass cutting at Blenheim Grange, £300

7.4 The Council noted the following payment received:-

Carbrooke Parish Council (Hub account), payment for manager’s Paye, £248.60

7.4 The meeting received a report of Actual to Budgeted expenditure 

8 Hub Manager’s report

A copy of the report is attached to the minutes. 

9 Hub’s Finance report 

A copy of the report is attached to the minutes. 

10 Hub Safety Surfacing

The Council wanted to apply for grant funding to replace the play equipment outside the Community Hub. It had already been agreed to lay down new safety surfacing in the play area. The contractor had agreed to accept a payment of 30% of the cost of the surfacing works in order to hold his costs until the Council had the new equipment. It was RESOLVED to make a payment of 30% of the surfacing costs and to apply for grant funding for new play equipment. 

11 Outdoor Fitness equipment on the Millennium Green

The Millennium Green Trust was concerned about the installation of Outdoor Fitness equipment on its land, as it had previously installed similar equipment that was not well used. There were also concerns about maintenance, mowing around the equipment and insurance. It was RESOLVED to take no further action at this time. 

12 Signage for the Village Hall car park

It was RESOLVED to install new signage relating to the use of the car park. 

13 Potholes in Village Hall Car Park

It was agreed that once a quote has been received the Council will take action accordingly.

14 Request for a Food Trailer

The Council had received a request for a Food and drink trailer to be installed Monday to Friday in the Village Hall car park. The Council responded with a list of questions. 

15 Unity Trust Bank Account

It was RESOLVED to add Cllrs Page and Poole as signatories to the account and to remove Messrs Sampher, Coppen and Wormall. 

16 Neighbourhood Plan

Cllr Poole said the Council had made its response to the Regulation 19 Consultation. 

17 Blenheim War Memorials

It was RESOLVED that the Parish Council will pressure wash the memorials in advance of Remembrance Day. Cllr Page offered to help. 

18 Items for inclusion on the next agenda 

None 

19 Next Meeting

The next meeting will be at in the Community Hub on October 13 at 7pm. 




The meeting was closed at 7.35pm. 

Signed ………………………………………………………. Chair
Date ………………………………………………………….


































Cllr Crane’s Report

Car Parks - Following the transfer of several Breckland Council car parks to Thetford Town Council in June, I am pleased to report that Dereham Town Council has now taken ownership of three car parks in Dereham and Watton Town Council have taken control of theirs. The transfers of car parks in Swaffham, and Attleborough are also expected to be completed soon.

Food Waste Collection - All households across Breckland should have received their food waste containers. If a household has not received their bin it can be logged on a form on the website under ‘My Breckland’.

Local Plan Regulation 19 Consultation
The last drop in event is on the 9th September in the evening at Breckland Council offices in Dereham
· 9 September, 4.00 pm – 7.30 pm – Breckland Council Offices, Dereham

I attended the Watton Library event on 26 August and I was pleased to see some Carbrooke residents there, wishing to comment on the site off the Norwich Road adjacent to Summer Lane. Known as the Watton urban extension. The concerns of the residents were around traffic in Summer Lane, Shipdham Road and leading onto Carbrooke Lane. Noise and light pollution. Safety along the Norwich Road. Trees to the West of the site that have TPO’s on them. If the Parish Council are making representation in the Reg 19 consultation I would ask that these comments be included on behalf of the parishioners.

Fly-Tipping - I am keeping an eye on an area in Mill Lane which has been reported several times for fly-tipping. I met with an enforcement officer and a resident to see if a camera can be put there. Summer lane has also had a lot of litter thrown from vehicles and SERCO have litter picked during the summer.
Breckland Council has awarded a total of £1,750 in grant funding to help local organisations deliver projects that support veterans and celebrate the Armed Forces community. 

The grants have been announced as part of Armed Forces Week (20-27 June)  The grants are the first to be distributed from the council's Armed Forces Community Fund, which launched earlier this year. 
The Royal Norfolk & Royal Anglian Dereham & District Branch has received £1,000 in grant funding to support the operation of their Veterans Hub. 

 A £500 grant has also been awarded to Veterans Central to support its Swaffham drop-in, by helping with the cost of room hire and refreshments.
 
A further £250 grant funding has been awarded to the Royal British Legion's Swaffham branch, to help with costs associated with hosting the Norfolk County Standard Rededication, which will include a parade, church service, and community tea party. 

The Armed Forces Community Fund was launched by Breckland Council as part of its expanded commitment to supporting personnel, veterans, cadets, and their families. 

Hub Report

All groups are running well. Two new groups are due to start in September Squirrels will be joining the Beavers and Cubs on a Monday Evening during term time, the second new group is the Soft Play Academy for young children to explore and be physical in a safe environment.

All checks were completed with no problems reported. 

The actual spent to budget is running will with no concerns.

We have had an ongoing battle to keep the orchard and the trees at the hub watered during the hot weather. Thanks to the committee and other volunteers who watered everyday for at least 6 weeks, we have managed to save a lot of the trees. We think 10 trees will need to be replaced if funds are available during the planting season. The committee started to water the trees on Norwich Road but after seeing a man with a truck and water we decided to concentrate on the orchard and the hub.

Some of the committee members were involved in the Breast Cancer awareness Coffee Morning this was very well attended a huge thanks must go out to everyone who contributed to making the day a success. Another day is being planned for August 2027.

Our biggest problem this summer has been the relentless litter picking that has needed to be completed, with help from volunteers we have been able to keep the area tidy.

We have had a large amount of graffiti and fly tipping which has now been removed but this is an ongoing problem in the area.






















